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Introduction: Charles Richard Drew 

 
Charles R. Drew, MD. ca. 1949 
Courtesy of the Moorland-Spingarn Research Center 

 

Read-aloud text (First paragraph): 
“African American surgeon Charles Richard Drew (1904-1950) has been called "the 
father of the blood bank," for his outstanding role in conceiving, organizing, and 
directing America's first large-scale blood banking program during the early years of 
World War II. While best known for the blood bank work, Drew devoted much of his 
career to raising the standards of African American medical education at Howard 
University, where he trained a generation of outstanding surgeons, and worked to break 
through the barriers that segregation imposed on black physicians. His premature death 
in a car accident generated enduring stories that he was a victim of medical segregation, 
though this was repeatedly proved false.” 


