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Vocabulary: Book Caption

“Like others in the 18th century who needed medical assistance, Washington relied on a combination of home health remedies, common sense, herbal treatments, and medical science, as dispensed by an array of doctors, surgeons, dentists, barbers, apothecaries, nurses, midwives, and the occasional charlatan or quack. He turned to medical advice found in the books in his library, and ordered an assortment of common and patent medicines for his family, staff, and slaves.”

Task 1
Read the book caption above, and circle words that you do not know. List them on the left column in the table below. Note your definition of those words you understood in context in the middle column. Look up all listed words and note their dictionary definition on the right column.

Table 1. Lists terms with space to fill in your definition and dictionary defnition

	Term
	Your Definition
	Dictionary Definition

	remedies
	
	

	dispensed

dispense
	
	

	apothecaries
	
	

	midwives
	
	

	charlatan
	
	

	quack
	
	

	patent medicines
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Task 2
Is the text primary or secondary source? Explain your answer.

Task 3

Summarize the caption in your own words.

http://www.nlm.nih.gov/georgewashington
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